
Music Vocabulary Progression 

 

 DUCKLINGS MINNOWS DRAGONFLIES FROGS KINGFISHERS 

EYFS YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 

M
u

si
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a
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High 

Low 

Loud 

Quiet 

Sound 

Music 

Beat 

Pulse 

Pitch 

Improvise 

Compose 

Melody 

Audience 

Performance 

Rhythm 

Groove 

Tempo 

Major 

Minor 

Introduction 

Verse 

Chorus 

Repeats 

Accompaniment 

Dynamics 

Hook 

Texture 

Bar 

Riff 

Clef 

Notation 

Harmony 

Bassline 

Timbre 

Tonality 

Solo 

Pentatonic Scale 

Unison 

Rhythm Patterns 

Choreography 

Crescendo 

Stave 

Detached 

Ostinato 

Bridge 

Backbeat 

Amplifier 

Deck 

Backing Loops 

Key Signature 

Legato 

Minimalism 

Interlude 

Chords 

Staccato 

Elements 

Pianissimo 

Fortissimo 

Style Indicators 

Producer 

Notation 

Forte 

Mezzo Forte 

Diminuendo 

Phases 

Dimensions 

S
ty

le
s/

 G
e
n

re
s 

Lullaby 

Musicals 

Rap 

Reggae 

Funk 

HipHop 

Reggae 

Waltz 

Rock 

Question & Answer 

Pop 

Soul 

Opera 

Blues 

Country 

Folk 

Disco 

Electronic 

Dance 

Contemporary 

R&B 

Choral 

Ballad 

Contemporary Jazz 

Swing 

Cover 

Motown 

Orchestral 

Blues 

Gospel 

Salsa 

In
st

ru
m

e
n

ts
 

Drums 

Guitar 

Percussion 

Singer 

Bass Guitar 

Saxophone 

Trumpet 

Keyboard 

Xylophone 

Orchestra 

Band 

Brass Band 

Piano 

Synthesiser 

Vocals 

Backing Vocals 

Electric Guitar 

Turntables 

Acoustic Guitar 

Mezzo Piano 

Big Band 

Ukulele 

Strings 

Brass Section 

Violin 

Cello 

Woodwind 

Flute 

Clarinet 

Accordion 

Trombone 

Oboe 

Harmonica 

Harp 

Tuba 

Double Bass 


