Governor profiles 

Tom Caster
I graduated from the University of Nottingham in 2009 with a BA in Politics with First Class Honours. Upon leaving university, I joined Ultra Electronics plc, a FTSE 250  engineering firm which specialised in the defence, aerospace, transport and energy markets, initially as a marketing analyst for one of the business units before being promoted to a communications and investor relations role in the group's global head office. 

At the beginning of 2013, I left Ultra to attend law school in London and completed the Graduate Diploma in Law (with a commendation) in 2013 and the Legal Practise Course (with a distinction) in 2014.

In September 2014, I joined the law firm Sidley Austin LLP as a trainee solicitor in their London office. I typically represent investment funds and banks on a wide range of financial products often involving securitisations and other structured financings, such as repurchase agreements, with a real estate nexus, as well as more general finance matters.

I married my wife, Kate, in 2017 and we have a three and a half year old son, Monty, and a six month old daughter, Livia. We moved from London to Debden in 2018, where we've resided ever since. 


Isobel Tunnecliff
I started my career at the head office of John Lewis in London and was selected for their management development training programme in their buying office. I worked as an Assistant Buyer moving on to the clothing company, Diesel, where I was the head female and accessories buyer. Eventually, family life beckoned and I set up my own business in 2007 as an antique and vintage jewellery specialist. I continue to work in this industry and sell at antiques fairs in London and Newark, as well as selling through my company website and Instagram. 
My husband and I have lived in Newport since 2007, moving from London, though I am originally from Northeast Essex. We have 3 boys who have all attended Debden Primary Academy, beginning with the eldest in 2012. We spent 3 years in America from 2015 to 2018 and came back to Newport and Debden School. I have one son still in the school, currently in year 4.
I am in the fifth year of being a governor for the school; currently I am the Chairperson of the Finance and Infrastructure Committee. I have very much enjoyed being part of the team and am always keen to support the school and staff. I have particularly enjoyed being able to improve areas of the school premises and hope that we can continue to move the school forward together. Otherwise, personally, I love being outdoors and will give any activity a go.

Lynda Sebbage
Before training for ordained ministry, my working life was spent in management, largely within the travel industry, where I became Head of Training for a major travel company. Alongside this, I worked as a freelance lecturer in several colleges of further education. My career began as an apprentice with British Airways, an experience that provided an excellent foundation for all that followed.
I later left my role to run our family business in southwest London, which I led for almost twenty years before moving to Suffolk. It was here that I sensed a call to ministry and began training in 2009. I was ordained priest in 2017 at St Edmundsbury Cathedral and served my curacy in Clare.
In 2020 I became Rector of the Barrow Benefice, near Bury St Edmunds, with responsibility for five parishes, as well as serving as Assistant Rural Dean. I was also a member of the Board of Governors at Barrow CEVC Primary School.
In 2024 I moved to Debden to take up the role of Team Vicar within the Saffron Walden Team Ministry, with particular responsibility for the parishes of Debden and Wimbish.

Joanne Hart 

Having graduated with a degree in Law from University College London, I trained and was called to the Bar as a Barrister in 2008. I then joined the Financial Ombudsman Service, adjudicating on complex insurance disputes - before joining the Financial Conduct Authority to lead on their work regulating the sale and conduct of insurance business. 

In 2016, I joined Brit - a global insurer - to lead their Conduct Risk and Complaints teams, before moving to another insurer - Arch - at the start of 2022, to head their Conduct Risk and Product Management functions.

I live in Thaxted with my husband, Ashley, and our four year old son, Harrison - who has just joined Debden in Ducklings class. We live alongside a small flock of chickens, most of which escape regularly, two cats and about 40,000 bees.

